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Pupil premium strategy statement 

 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name St Wilfrid’s RC Primary 

Number of pupils in school  190 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 25% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2021-2024 

Date this statement was published 31/12/21 

Date on which it will be reviewed July 2022 

Statement authorised by J McHugh, Headteacher 

Pupil premium lead J McHugh 

Governor / Trustee lead D Oxberry 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £ 49,785 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £ 4,785 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£ 0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£ 54,570 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

Our school motto is ‘Trying our best in all we do’.  We are proud of our status as a Roman 

Catholic Voluntary Aided Primary School and we recognise that it is part of our role to support 

our families and pupils in the community in which we are based. 

Around one quarter (25%) of our pupils are entitled to pupil premium.  We also support other 

families and children who face challenging circumstances. We have always stated this as part 

of our policy for use of pupil premium. Following a challenging period where the local 

community has experienced the impact of the pandemic, we see an increased number of 

families who require support on different levels – whether it be linked to academic attainment, 

school attendance or wellbeing support.   

Our intention is to do our best to provide that support to families and pupils, so that all our 

pupils, irrespective of their background or the challenges they face, make good progress and 

achieve well across all subject areas. The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to support 

disadvantaged pupils to achieve that goal, including progress for those who are already high 

attainers.  

We consider the challenges faced by vulnerable pupils and families, such as those who require 

additional help from school and other services, including pupils who have a social worker. 

We make strategic decisions based on a three tiered approach. Firstly, we provide high-quality 

teaching for all; we then identify and support those children who require focused, additional 

support and we adopt a wider range of strategies designed to support pupils and their families 

so that pupils are able to focus on learning. 

High-quality teaching for all ensures that our children, irrespective of their background, are able 

to make good progress. This is proven to have the greatest impact on closing the disadvantage 

attainment gap and at the same time will benefit the non-disadvantaged pupils in our school.  

Our strategy is also to utilise appropriate support accessed through the National Tutoring 

Programme or other recognised high-quality providers – for example, in providing support for 

EAL pupils and embedding the NELI (Nuffield Early Language Intervention) approach to 

supporting language and early reading development in our Early Years. 

We will use a range of assessments for diagnostic and planning purposes.  This will help us to 

identify specific needs and common gaps.  It will also inform the type of intervention support 

needed.  

We will also identify where non-academic barriers impact negatively on pupils, for example 

levels of attendance and persistent absence, behaviour incidences and exclusions data,  

wellbeing, mental health and safeguarding concerns and access to technology and educational 

materials. 
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Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Oral language and vocabulary skills: Assessments and observations 
indicate underdeveloped oral language skills and vocabulary gaps among 
many disadvantaged pupils. These are evident from Reception through to 
KS2 and in general, are more prevalent among our disadvantaged pupils 
than their peers. 

2 Phonics & Reading Fluency: Assessments, observations, and 
discussions with teachers and pupils indicate that disadvantaged pupils 
generally have greater difficulties with phonics than their peers. This 
negatively impacts their development as readers. 

3 Maths: Assessments, observations, and discussions with teachers and 
pupils indicate that maths attainment among disadvantaged pupils is sig-
nificantly below that of non-disadvantaged pupils.  

4 Writing: Assessments, observations, and discussions with teachers and 
pupils indicate that writing among disadvantaged pupils is significantly be-
low that of non-disadvantaged pupils.  

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Improved oral language skills and 
vocabulary among disadvantaged pupils. 

Assessments and observations indicate 
significantly improved oral language 
among disadvantaged pupils. This is 
evident when triangulated with other 
sources of evidence, including 
engagement in lessons, book scrutiny 
and ongoing formative assessment. 

Improved reading attainment among 
disadvantaged pupils. 

KS2 reading outcomes in 2024/25 show 
that more than 71% of disadvantaged 
pupils met the expected standard. 

Improved maths attainment for 
disadvantaged pupils at the end of KS2. 

KS2 maths outcomes in 2024/25 show 
that more than 71% of disadvantaged 
pupils met the expected standard. 

Improved writing attainment for 
disadvantaged pupils at the end of KS2. 

KS2 writing outcomes in 2024/25 show 
that more than 71% of disadvantaged 
pupils met the expected standard. 
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching  

Budgeted cost: £ 9,850 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Purchase of 
NFER 
standardised 
diagnostic 
assessments.  

Purchase of 
Fischer Family 
Trust (FFT) 
Aspire and Pupil 
Tracking 
software. 

Training for staff 
to ensure 
assessments are 
interpreted and 
administered 
correctly. 

Standardised tests can provide reliable insights into 
the specific strengths and weaknesses of each pupil 
to help ensure they receive the correct additional 
support through interventions or teacher instruction: 
Standardised tests | Assessing and Monitoring Pupil 
Progress | Education Endowment Foundation | EEF 

EEF_Digital_Technology_Summary_of_Recommen
dations.pdf (d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net) 

1,2,3 & 4 

Embedding 
dialogic activities 
across the school 
curriculum. These 
can support 
pupils to 
articulate key 
ideas, 
consolidate 
understanding 
and extend 
vocabulary. We 
will purchase 
resources and 
fund ongoing 
teacher training 
and release time. 

There is a strong evidence base that suggests oral 
language interventions, including dialogic activities 
such as high-quality classroom discussion, are 
inexpensive to implement with high impacts on 
reading: Oral language interventions | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

 

Release of VR/KP NELI training 

1 

Purchase of extra 
books and 
materials to 

Phonics approaches have a strong evidence base 
that indicates a positive impact on the accuracy of 
word reading (though not necessarily 

2 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/digital/EEF_Digital_Technology_Summary_of_Recommendations.pdf
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/digital/EEF_Digital_Technology_Summary_of_Recommendations.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
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support our DfE 
validated 
Systematic 
Synthetic Phonics 
programme 
(read, Write, Inc) 
to secure 
stronger phonics 
teaching for all 
pupils. 

comprehension), particularly for disadvantaged 
pupils: Phonics | Toolkit Strand | Education 
Endowment Foundation | EEF 

 

SLT (HT & DHT Release time) for training and 
liaison with English Hub 

  

Funding for TAs to attend INSET 

 

Nessie 

Enhancement of 
our maths 
teaching and 
curriculum 
planning in line 
with DfE and EEF 
guidance. We will 
fund teacher 
release time to 
embed key 
elements of 
guidance in 
school and to 
access Maths 
Hub resources 
and CPD 
(including 
Teaching for 
Mastery training). 

The DfE non-statutory guidance has been produced 
in conjunction with the National Centre for 
Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics, drawing 
on evidence-based approaches: 
Maths_guidance_KS_1_and_2.pdf 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

 

The EEF guidance is based on a range of the best 
available evidence: Improving Mathematics in Key 
Stages 2 and 3 | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

 

Maths No Problem Resources 

 

Mastery Resources (TTRS & NUMBOTS apps)  

 

Release time for Mastering Number Training in R, 
Y1 & Y2 

3 

Enhancement of 
our writing 
teaching and 
curriculum 
planning in line 
with DfE and EEF 
guidance. We will 
fund teacher 
release time to 
embed key 
elements of 
guidance such as 
Pye Corbett’s 
Talk for Writing 
/Transforming 
Writing re-
continuing a local 
cluster project 
once CV19 
pandemic allows. 

The majority of heads and teachers reported a 
positive impact on pupil attitudes, progress and 
attainment using Talk for Writing. Teachers were 
very positive about the programme and embedded 
some features in their classroom practice. 

See EEF guidance 

Talk for Writing | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

4 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/talk-for-writing
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/talk-for-writing
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £39,720 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Additional NELI 
sessions for 
identified children to 
improve listening, 
narrative and 
vocabulary skills for 
pupils who have 
relatively low spoken 
language skills. 

 

Oral language interventions can have a positive 
impact on pupils’ language skills. Approaches 
that focus on speaking, listening and a 
combination of the two show positive impacts on 
attainment:  

Oral language interventions | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

1 

Additional phonics 
sessions targeted at 
disadvantaged pupils 
who require further 
phonics support. This 
will be delivered Fol-
lowing SLT collabora-
tion and training with 
our local English hub 
and subsequent whole 
school training INSET 
on ‘The Reading 
Framework’ and on 
effective delivery of 
‘Read, Write, Inc’ our 
school’s Systematic 
Synthetic Phonics 
Scheme. 

 

Phonics approaches have a strong evidence 
base indicating a positive impact on pupils, 
particularly from disadvantaged backgrounds. 
Targeted phonics interventions have been shown 
to be more effective when delivered as regular 
sessions over a period up to 12 weeks: 

Phonics | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

2 

Engaging with the Na-
tional Tutoring Pro-
gramme to provide a 
blend of tuition, men-
toring and school-led 
tutoring for pupils 
whose education has 
been most impacted 
by the pandemic. A 
significant proportion 
of the pupils who re-
ceive tutoring will be 

Tuition targeted at specific needs and knowledge 
gaps can be an effective method to support low 
attaining pupils or those falling behind, both one-
to-one: 

One to one tuition | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

And in small groups: 

Small group tuition | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

 

3,4 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
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disadvantaged, includ-
ing those who are 
high attainers. School 
will use its existing 
high quality workforce 
to deliver many 
school-led sessions 
and buy in specialists 
for areas of need such 
as EAL where school 
feel the need for sup-
port. Such sessions 
will focus on Oracy, 
phonics and reading, 
maths and writing as 
related to our school’s 
individual challenges. 

 

 
Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

School judgement is that currently no wider strategies related to attendance, 

behaviour or wellbeing are needed. School will monitor this and put in place 

individual, group or cohort strategies as required. The budgeted cost of £5,000 will 

be carried over to next year if unspent. 

Budgeted cost: £5,000 

 

Total budgeted cost:  

£54,570  
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

Due to COVID-19, performance measures have not been published for 2020 to 2021, 

and 2020 to 2021 results will not be used to hold schools to account.  

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

NTP – EAL language support Lancashire Local Authority EMA Team 

NELI – Nuffield Early Language Nuffield Trust 

Service pupil premium funding  

No children at our school were eligible for service pupil premium in the last academic year? 

 

 
 


