
Topics and Learning in our English curriculum for year 6 

 Fiction Non-fiction Poetry 
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Brightstorm 

Use of active and passive, introducing and developing 

characters through blending action, dialogue and description 

within sentences and paragraphs, drawing on models from 

writing. 

Children follow the modelling each day from the whole class 

focus and/or use their own plan to inform writing.  

Use AFL, marking and feedback to adjust shared writing focus 

daily. 

Summarising the main points of a text 

 

Grammar includes: 

Revision of word classes. Expanded noun phrases and adverbial 

starters. Simple clauses and identifying main and subordinate 

clauses. 

Modal verbs 

The perfect form 

Recounts  

Essential books: 

The Day of Ahmed’s Secret by Florence Parry Heide & Judith 

Heide Gilliland 

Maintain positive attitudes by: 

Continuing to read and discuss a range of texts 

Understand what they read by: 

Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph 

Describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to advance the action 

 

Grammar includes: 

Learning the grammar in Appendix 2 specifically using 

adverbials of time, space and number; using commas correctly, 

including to clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and to indicate 

parenthesis; using past and present tense verbs appropriately 

and recognising the differences; using the perfect form of 

verbs. 

War Poetry 

 

Marjorie Pickford – Marching Men 

Reading a range of poetry with pleasure. 

 

If I were a shape 

Recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for 

formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms. Use of 

personification. 

Historical Stories: 

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 

Compare characters, consider different accounts of 

the same event and discuss viewpoints  

 

Grammar includes: 

Using a range of conjunctions to create compound and 

complex sentences; using relative clauses;  using commas 

correctly, including to clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and to 

indicate parenthesis; using correct punctuation to indicate 

speech. 

 

Explanations 

Why are Trolls so dangerous? Pie Corbett 

 

Grammar includes: 

Develop their understanding by recognising vocabulary and 

structures appropriate for formal speech/writing, including 

devices to build cohesion within a paragraph; using passive 

verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence; 

using relative clauses. 

Recognising vocabulary and structures appropriate for formal 

and written speech, and the differences between this and 

spoken speech, including the use of contractions; recognising 

and using apostrophes correctly; using expanded noun phrases 

in own writing 

Choral or performance poems 

The Night before Christmas (look at Seesaw) 

 

Thaw – Edward Thomas 

Reading a range of poetry for pleasure. 

learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, 

showing intonation 

 

Grammar includes: 

 

Polar Express 

 

Using a range of conjunctions to create compound and 

complex sentences; using relative clauses;  using commas 

correctly, including to clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and to 

  



indicate parenthesis; using correct punctuation to indicate 

speech. 

 

 

 

S
p

ri
n

g
 

Unit A 8 sessions 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone  

Describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to advance the action 

Compare characters, consider different accounts of 

the same event and discuss viewpoints  

 

 

Focus on: Chapters 1-4 

Letter writing  

 Word classes   

 Sentence punctuation  

Story Openings   

 Ways to open stories/story hooks 

 

Instructions Explanations 

Essential books: 

Sue Palmer’s Books of Instructions and Explanations 

How to trap a house goblin (Y6 Writing Models) 

reading texts that are structured in different ways and reading 

for a range of purposes 

 

 

Grammar includes: 

Using brackets, dashes and commas to indicate parenthesis; 

using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries 

between main clauses; using colons to introduce lists; 

punctuating bullet points consistently 

Narrative poems 

Essential books: 

The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes 

Pupils should be taught the technical and other terms needed 

for discussing what they hear and read, such as metaphor, 

simile, analogy, imagery, style and effect. 

 

Other poems are provided in resources 

Grammar includes: 

Learning the grammar in Appendix 2 specifically using and 

choosing descriptive language; adjectives, adverbs and 

powerful nouns and verbs; using relative clauses correctly and 

appropriately; recognising and using the perfect form of verbs; 

identifying and using adverbials 

 Unit B 8 sessions 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone  

Focus on: Chapters 5-7 

Descriptive and predictive writing  

 Modal verbs/possibility    

 Noun phrases  

Relative clauses 

Focus on: Chapters 5-7 

Descriptive and predictive writing  

 Modal verbs/possibility    

 Noun phrases  

Relative clauses 

Chronological reports 

Essential books: 

Evolution  - Charles Darwin 

Conventions of different types of writing, such as the 

use of the first person in writing diaries and autobiographies 

 

Grammar includes: 

Using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in 

a sentence, using hyphens to avoid ambiguity, using the perfect 

form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause, using a 

colon to introduce a list, using and understanding UKS2 

grammar accurately and appropriately 

Springwind – Judith Green 

The works KS2 

Villainous characters (playscripts) 

Macbeth 

reading texts that are structured in different ways and reading 

for a range of purposes. Historical texts. 

Compare characters, consider different accounts of 

the same event and discuss viewpoints  

 

Dialogue, conversation and Newspapers  

 Dialogue & reported speech  

 Colons, semi colons, commas 

 Bullets 

 

 

 Fiction Non-fiction Poetry 



Grammar includes:  

Develop their understanding by recognising difference between 

vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary 

appropriate for formal speech and writing; indicate grammatical 

and other features by: using semi-colons, colons or dashes to 

mark boundaries between independent clauses. 
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Outsiders 

Essential books: Eric, The arrival, Shaun Tan,  

Considering a range of books, including picture books (using 

inference) 

 

Grammar includes: Develop understanding by learning the 

grammar in Appendix 2: linking across paragraphs using a 

broad range of cohesive devices; the use of adverbials and 

ellipsis. Also specifically using a range of conjunctions to create 

compound and complex sentences; using expanded noun 

phrases to convey complicated information concisely. 

Blogs and reports 

Essential books: Various websites 

 

Reading texts that are structured in different ways and reading 

for a range of purposes 

 

From Sylhet to Sheffield – Mina Begum 

The works KS2 

 

Grammar includes: 

Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 

information concisely, using relative clauses beginning with 

who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. 

omitted) relative pronoun, using semi-colons, colons or dashes 

to mark boundaries between main clauses. 

Modern classic fiction 

Holes – Louis Sachar 

Character development. The use of flashback as a writing 

technique. 

 

Grammar includes: 

Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing, 

looking at the infinitive form of a verb, and the split infinitive, 

using expanded noun phrases and adverbials to add detail and 

link ideas within/between paragraphs, using and understanding 

UKS2 grammar accurately and appropriately. 

Information texts 

explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, 

including through 

formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the 

topic and using notes 

where necessary 

Y6 writing models 

 

Grammar includes: 

Using modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility, using 

bullet points and punctuation correctly, recognising vocabulary 

and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms, using full stops, commas, 

exclamation marks, speech marks and question marks to 

punctuate sentences correctly. 

Dialogue poems 

Goodbye - Cinquain 

 

Grammar includes: 

Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time 

and cause, using relative clauses beginning with who, which, 

where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) 

relative pronoun. 

 

 

 Fiction Non-fiction Poetry 


