
Topics and Learning in our English curriculum for year 5 

 Fiction Non-fiction Poetry 
A

u
tu

m
n

 

Faraway Fiction  
 
Essential Books-  

The Boy that Biked the World: Riding the Americas by Alastair 

Humphries 

The Witch’s Face (A Mexican Tale)by Eric Kimmell 

 

SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas 

Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Investigate verb prefixes 

Recognise and spell words ending in –able and –ible. 
Recognise and spell words ending in –ably and – ibly. 
Recognise and spell words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c, e.g. deceive, 
receive. 
Recognise and spell words containing the letter- string  ough. 
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

 
 

Reports and Journalistic Writing 
 
Essential Books-  

Tuesday by David Wiesner 

 

SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 
Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Explore, collect and use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

e.g. might, could, shall, will, must. 

Explore, collect and use adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility e.g. 

surely, perhaps, maybe, definitely, alternatively, certainly, probably. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 
Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Investigate verb prefixes 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

 

Carol Ann Duffy - Don't Be Scared  

 

SPAG includes: 

 
Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

 
 



Recounts  
Essential Books-  

The Boy that Biked the World: Riding the Americas by Alastair 

Humphries 

Tuesday by David Wiesner 

The Witch’s Face (A Mexican Tale)by Eric Kimmell 

 
SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas 

Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 
Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Investigate verb prefixes 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters, e.g. knight, psalm, solemn. 
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

 

Persuasive Writing  
Essential Books-  

The Witch’s Face (A Mexican Tale)by Eric Kimmell 

 
SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Explore, collect and use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

e.g. might, could, shall, will, must. 

Explore, collect and use adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility e.g. 

surely, perhaps, maybe, definitely, alternatively, certainly, probably. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Investigate verb prefixes 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

 

The Ivy Green – Charles Dickens 

  

SPAG includes: 

 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

Create and punctuate sentences using simile starters, 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Classic Fiction and poems by a significant author 

 
Essential Books-  

Illustrated Stories from Dickens by Mary Sebag- Montefiore 

Biographies and autobiographies  
 
Essential Books-  

 



A Christmas Carol (Charles Dickens) Retold by Gill Tavner 

A Christmas Carol Retold by Dee Reid 

The Ivy Green by Charles Dickens 

 

SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

Create and punctuate sentences using simile starters, 

Use commas to avoid ambiguity, e.g. ‘Let’s eat Grandma.’ and ‘Let’s eat, 

Grandma.’ 

Blend action, dialogue and description within and across paragraphs. 

Use devices to build cohesion 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Investigate verb prefixes 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 
Use a thesaurus. 

 

Illustrated Stories from Dickens by Mary Sebag- Montefiore 

(Biography in back) 

 

SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Explore, collect and use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

e.g. might, could, shall, will, must. 

Explore, collect and use adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility e.g. 

surely, perhaps, maybe, definitely, alternatively, certainly, probably. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control Suggest 

changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance effects 

and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 
Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Investigate verb prefixes 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

Use suffixes –ate, -ise, -ify to convert nouns and adjectives into verbs. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 Fiction Non-fiction Poetry 
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n
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Ancient Greek Mystery Fantasy Stories 
 

Essential Books-  
Secret of the Oracle (Saviour Pirotta) 
 
SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

Create and punctuate sentences using simile starters, 

Use commas to avoid ambiguity, e.g. ‘Let’s eat Grandma.’ and ‘Let’s eat, 

Grandma.’ 

Blend action, dialogue and description within and across paragraphs. 

Use devices to build cohesion 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Investigate verb prefixes 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

Argument and debate texts  
 

Essential Books-  
Secret of the Oracle (Saviour Pirotta) 
 
SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Explore, collect and use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

e.g. might, could, shall, will, must. 

Explore, collect and use adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility e.g. 

surely, perhaps, maybe, definitely, alternatively, certainly, probably. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 

Observational Poetry 

 
Essential Books-  
A Matter of Holes – By Grace Nichols 
Sir Autumn – By Grace Nichols 
The Language of a Cat – By Rachel Rooney 
Sky Artist – By Grace Nichols 
The Song of the Wreck – Charles Dickens 
 
SPAG includes: 

 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

Create and punctuate sentences using simile starters, 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 



Use a thesaurus. 
Recognise and spell words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, –ent, –ence/–ency. 
To recognise and spell the suffixes -al,- ary,- ic. 

 
 

Investigate verb prefixes 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 
To spell further suffixes, e.g. ll in full becoming l. 

 
 Letters and Correspondence  

 
Essential Books-  
Secret of the Oracle (Saviour Pirotta) 
 
SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

The Snitterjipe – James Reeves 
  

 
SPAG includes: 

 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

Create and punctuate sentences using simile starters, 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

 Travel Writing – Ancient Greece  

 
Essential Books-  
Secret of the Oracle (Saviour Pirotta) 
Various online texts on Greece  

 

 



SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Explore, collect and use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

e.g. might, could, shall, will, must. 

Explore, collect and use adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility e.g. 

surely, perhaps, maybe, definitely, alternatively, certainly, probably. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

 
 

  Instructions and Explanations 

 
Essential Books-  
Secret of the Oracle (Saviour Pirotta) 
Various online texts on Greece and Greek Food 
(DT/Instructions) 
 

SPAG includes: 

 



 
Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 
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Fantasy Stories: Anglo Saxon Myths and Legends 

 
Essential Books-  
Michael Morpurgo- Beowulf: Beowulf and Grendel, the Monster 

of the Night 
Michael Morpurgo- Beowulf: Beowulf and the Sea-hag 

 
SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. commas, 

brackets and dashes. 

Non Chronological Reports 

 

Essential Books-  
Michael Morpurgo- Beowulf: Beowulf and Grendel, the Monster 

of the Night 
Michael Morpurgo- Beowulf: Beowulf and the Sea-hag 

Various online information texts about Anglo Saxons 
 
SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Power of Imagery  

 
Essential Books-  
The Sea – By James Reeves 

 
I am a Writer - Joseph Coelho 



Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

Create and punctuate sentences using simile starters, 

Use commas to avoid ambiguity, e.g. ‘Let’s eat Grandma.’ and ‘Let’s eat, 

Grandma.’ 

Blend action, dialogue and description within and across paragraphs. 

Use devices to build cohesion 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Investigate verb prefixes 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 
Use a thesaurus. 

Explore, collect and use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

e.g. might, could, shall, will, must. 

Explore, collect and use adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility e.g. 

surely, perhaps, maybe, definitely, alternatively, certainly, probably. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. 

commas,brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 

 Information Reports (inc reference texts)   
 
Essential Books-  
Michael Morpurgo- Beowulf: Beowulf and Grendel, the Monster 

of the Night 
Michael Morpurgo- Beowulf: Beowulf and the Sea-hag 

Various online information/reference texts about 
Anglo Saxons 
 
SPAG includes: 

Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative 

pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that 

Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses 

Create and punctuate complex sentences 

using ing opening clauses 

Demarcate complex sentences using commas in order to clarify meaning. 

Poems on a theme 
 
Essential Books-  
Macavity – The Mystery Cat by T S Eliot 
The Rum Tum Tugger – T S Eliot 
 
Daffodils - William Wordsworth 
 
SPAG includes: 

 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

Create and punctuate sentences using simile starters, 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece 
of writing. 



Explore, collect and use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

e.g. might, could, shall, will, must. 

Explore, collect and use adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility e.g. 

surely, perhaps, maybe, definitely, alternatively, certainly, probably. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Identify and use punctuation to indicate parenthesis, e.g. 

commas,brackets and dashes. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and 

numbers 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, 

presently, this, subsequently. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely, 

 Select the appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar for a range of 

purposes. 

Use different sentence structures with increasing control  

Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning. 

Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the statutory Year 5/6 word 
list). 
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both 
of these in a dictionary. 
 
 

  Reading and learning poems  

 
Essential Books-  
Windy Nights – By Robert Louis Stevenson 
Cats – By Eleanor Farjeon 
From a Railway Carriage – By Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

 

 

 


