
Topics and Learning in our English curriculum for year 4 
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 Fantasy - Innovated narrative based on a model 

 BFG or George’s Marvellous Medicine (rotated) 

 4 weeks. 

Reading 

 Regularly listen to whole novels read aloud by the teacher.  

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases 

which capture the reader’s interest and imagination e.g. 

metaphors, similes. 

 Make predictions based on information stated and implied.   

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generate 

questions, find answers, refine thinking, modify questions, 

construct images.  

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, 

actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text 

using point and evidence. 

 Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group 

situations e.g. whole class, independent reading groups, 

book circles. 

Writing 

 Create sentences with fronted adverbials for when e.g. As 

the clock struck twelve, the soldiers sprang into action. 

 Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate 

direct speech. 

 Explore, identify, collect and use noun phrases e.g. The 

crumbly cookie with tasty marshmallow pieces melted in my 

mouth. 

 Read and analyse narrative. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g.  story board, 

boxing-up text types to create a plan.  

 Organise paragraphs in narrative.  

 Link ideas within paragraphs e.g. fronted adverbials for when 

e.g. In the distance, a lone wolf howled. 

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. powerful 

adverbs, adverbial phrases, appropriate to text type. 

Explanation - Oral explanation of a process. 

The Shirt Machine and Heath Robinson pictures 

Written explanation of a process. 

2 weeks. 

 

Reading 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of explanation texts.  

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation.  

 Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised 

within an explanation text.  

 Explain how paragraphs are used to order an explanation 

text.  

 

Writing 

 Explore, identify and create complex sentences using a 

range of conjunctions e.g. if, so, because, when. 

 Discussing and recording ideas for planning e.g. text map, 

non-fiction bridge, boxing-up text types to create a plan.  

 Organising paragraphs in non-fiction. 

 Linking ideas within paragraphs.  

 Generating and select from vocabulary banks e.g. causal 

connectives (as a result, so, because, If, therefore, 

consequently), technical language appropriate to 

explanations. 

 

Syllabic Poetry – Guided Read Whole class 

2 week  

Haiku poetry 

Poetry soup web 

Haiku by JW Hackett 

Haikus Through the Year by Eric Finney 

Facing the Truth – with Haikus by Malorie Blackman 

Adrian Henri’s Four Seasons Haiku 

Reading 

Read a selection of haikus in a group. 

Describe the structure of a haiku poem. 

Identify powerful verbs used in haiku. 

Identify similes and metaphors used in haiku poems. 

 

Acrostic poetry – linked to Christmas 

Texts the Three wisemen by 

 

 Film/ Play script - Script based on a short film. 

 3 weeks 

 BFG or George’s Marvellous Medicine (rotated) 

Reading 

Recount - Newspaper report. 

2 weeks. 

 First News  

 BBC News ‘Hamelin: German town hit by new plague of rats’  

Poetry –RE Focus - Narrative Poetry – linked to Christmas – 

Whole class Guided Read & RE lessons 

Texts – The Three kings by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

The Greatest Gift – Literacy shed  



 Listening to, reading and discussing a range of plays.  

 Analysing and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation.  

 Preparing play scripts to read aloud, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action.  

 Use punctuation to determine intonation and expression 

when reading aloud to a range of audiences.  

 Drawing inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, 

actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text 

using point and evidence. 

Writing 

 Develop characterisation-using vocabulary to create 

emphasis, humour, atmosphere, suspense. 

 Discuss and propose changes with partners and in small 

groups.   

 Improve writing in light of evaluation.  

 Perform own compositions for different audiences. 

 Use appropriate intonation, tone and volume to present 

their writing to a range of audiences. 

 

 

 Fairy Tale News by Colin and Jacqui Hawkins. 

 The Fairy Tale Times by Sherill B Flora and J. Browning Wroe. 

 Extra! Extra!: Fairy-Tale News from Hidden Forest by Alma 

Flor Ada (be aware of American spellings).  

 Sesame Street News Flash - The Pied Piper YouTube clip  

 The Pied Piper: News report from the Makewaves website).  

 Talk for Writing across the Curriculum: How to teach non-

fiction writing 5-12 years by Pie Corbett. 

Reading 

 Read books and texts for a range of purposes and respond 

in a variety of ways. 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of newspapers in print 

and on screen.  

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers. 

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation.  

 Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised 

within a newspaper text.  

 Navigate texts to locate and retrieve information in print 

and on screen.  

Explain how paragraphs are used to order ideas, and how they 

are linked. 

Writing 

 Identify, select and effectively use pronouns. 

 Explore, identify, collect and use noun phrases e.g. The 

stranger, dressed in red and yellow…  

 Read and analyse non-fiction in order to plan and write their 

own versions. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and 

structures of non-fiction for writing. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. text map, non-

fiction bridge, boxing-up text types to create a plan.  

Organise paragraphs in a newspaper report. 

1 week 

Reading 

 Listen to, read and discuss a narrative poem. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases 

which capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 

  Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, constructing images. 

Writing 

 Prepare a poem to read aloud, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action. 

Learn a poem by heart and rehearse for performance. 

 

 

 

 

RE Focus – Women in the Bible, Ruth and Naomi 

1 week 

Reading 

 Listen to and discuss a range of fiction which they might not 

choose to read themselves. 

  



 Check that the book makes sense to them and 

demonstrating understanding e.g. through discussion, use 

of reading journals. 

 Explore meaning of words in context. 

 Participate in discussions about books that are read to them 

and those they can read for themselves, building on their 

own and others ideas and challenging views courteously. 

 Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have 

read, including through formal presentations maintaining a 

focus on the topic and using notes where necessary. 

 Prepare formal presentations individually or in groups. 

 Use notes to support presentation of information. 

Writing 

 Select the appropriate language and structures. 

 Use similar writing models. 

 Children will be able to create expanded noun phrases. 

 Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation 

to enhance effects and clarify meaning. 

 Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place 

and numbers e.g. later, nearby, secondly. 

 

Fairy Tale – Innovated narrative based on a model. 

3 weeks 

 The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Phillip Pullman.  

Reading 

 Listen to, read and discuss a fairy tale. 

 Retell a fairy tale. 

 Identify, analyse and discuss themes e.g. safe and dangerous, 

just and unjust. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text.  

 Make predictions based on information stated and implied.   

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, 

actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text 

using point and evidence. 

Writing 

 Create sentences with fronted adverbials for when e.g. As 

the clock struck twelve, the soldiers sprang into action.  

 Use commas to mark clauses in complex sentences.  



 Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate 

direct speech e.g. The tour guide announced, “Be back here 

at four o’ clock.”  

 Read and analyse a fairy tale in order to plan and write their 

own versions. 

Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. chunk a plot. 
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Issues and Dilemmas -Story based on a plot structure from 

text read. 

The one man band 

The Balaclava story 

The suitcase kid 

Sam Duck 

The tunnel – Anthony Brown. 

3 weeks. 

Reading 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of fiction and poetry in 

different forms e.g. film clips, storytelling, poetry reading.  

 Regularly listen to whole novels read aloud by the teacher. 

 Analyse and compare a range of plot structures. 

 Make predictions based on information stated and implied. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, refining thinking. 

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, 

actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text 

using point and evidence. 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarising these e.g. character is evil because 1/2/3 

reasons. 

Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group 

situations e.g. whole class, independent reading groups, book 

circles. 

Writing 

 Create complex sentences with adverb starters e.g. ‘Silently 

trudging through the snow, Sam made his way up the 

mountain.’  

Persuasion – Persuasive advert. 

2 weeks. 

 Range of persuasive adverts and leaflets, such as: 

- Aquafresh advert from YouTube (here). 

- Cillit Bang advert from YouTube (here). 

- Flexi Torch advert from YouTube (here). 

- Make an advert for the Brussels sprouts from the BBC 

Bitesize website (here). 

Reading 

 Use suffixes to understand meanings, e.g. -tion, -sion. 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of persuasion in different 

forms e.g. advertisements, leaflets in print and on screen. 

 Identify key points from the text using point and evidence. 

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases 

which capture the reader’s interest and imagination.  

 Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised 

within a persuasive text.  

 Navigate texts to locate and retrieve information in print 

and on screen.  

Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group 

situations e.g. whole class, independent reading groups, book 

circles. 

Writing 

 Identify, select and effectively use pronouns.  

 Read and analyse persuasive texts in order to plan and write 

their own versions. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and 

structures of persuasion. 

Classic Narrative Poetry – Learn a poem by heart for 

performance. 

Guided Read Focus 

5 weeks 

Roald Dahl’s ‘Dirty Beasts 

Revolting Rhymes’ 

Lewis Carroll 

‘The Jabberwocky’ 

W H Auden 

‘Nightmail’ 

Alfred Noyes 

‘The Highwayman’ 

Ogden Nash 

‘The Adventures of Isabel 

 Listen to, read and discuss a classic narrative poem. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases 

which capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 

  Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, constructing images. 

 Prepare a poem to read aloud, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action. 

Learn a poem by heart and rehearse for performance. 

 Explore, identify, collect and use noun phrases e.g. The 

crumbly cookie with tasty marshmallow pieces melted in my 

mouth. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luVtgX4S3y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrMD_z_FnNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hP8qsyFA7-8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/make-an-advert-for-the-brussel-sprout/4151.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqxjmp3


 Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate 

direct speech e.g. ‘The tour guide announced, “Be back here 

at four o’ clock.”’  

 Read and analyse narrative in order to plan and write their 

own versions. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story mountain, 

story board, boxing-up. 

 Develop characterisation using vocabulary to create 

atmosphere, suspense. 

 Plan and write an opening paragraph which combines the 

introduction of a setting and character(s).  

 Organise paragraphs in narrative.  

 Link ideas within paragraphs, e.g. complex sentence with 

adverb starters.  

 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. boxing-up text 

types to create a plan.  

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. persuasive 

phrases, alliteration appropriate to persuasion. 

 Discuss and propose changes with partners and in small 

groups.  

 Improve writing in light of evaluation. 

Use appropriate intonation, tone and volume to present their 

writing to a range of audiences. 

Novel as a Theme - Story based on a plot structure from a 

focus text. 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift. 

4 weeks 

Reading 

 Use knowledge of root words to understand meanings of 

words. 

 Use punctuation to determine intonation and expression 

when reading aloud to a range of audiences. 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of fiction.  

 Regularly listen to whole novels read aloud by the teacher. 

 Read books for a range of purposes and respond in a variety 

of ways. 

 Retell a range of stories. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases 

which capture the reader’s interest and imagination e.g. 

metaphors, similes. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, refining thinking, modifying 

questions, constructing images. 

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, 

actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text 

using point and evidence. 

Non-chronological Reports – Information poster with flip-flap 

facts. 

2 weeks 

 Fact files on Clitheroe and Clitheroe castle 

 Clitheroe map 

 Planet Earth by Katie Daynes. 

 Usborne First Encyclopaedia of Our World by Felicity Brooks.  

 What is a map? from the Espresso website (here). 

 Artist factsheets from the Espresso website (here). 

Reading 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of non-fiction in different 

forms e.g. advertisements, formal speeches, leaflets, 

magazines, electronic texts. 

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, refining thinking, modifying 

questions, constructing images. 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarise these e.g. Clitheroe Castle is a worthwhile 

place to visit because… 1/2/3 reasons across a text. 

 Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised 

within a non-fiction text e.g. text boxes, sub-headings, 

contents, bullet points, glossary, diagrams. 

Poetry – Kennings & Limericks – linked to science (Digestive 

system & Teeth) 

Toothbrush rap 

Digestion Question Poem 

2 week whole class guided read sessions 

 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, constructing images. 

 Prepare a poem to read aloud, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action. 

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Katie+Daynes&search-alias=books-uk&text=Katie+Daynes&sort=relevancerank
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/modules/t2_mapping/factfiles/factfile_what.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/modules/t2_artists/factsheet_index.html


 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarising these e.g. character is evil because…1/2/3 

reasons.  

 Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group 

situations e.g. whole class, independent reading groups, book 

circles.  

Analyse and compare a range of plot structures. 

Writing 

 Create sentences with fronted adverbials for ‘where’.  

 Use apostrophes for singular and plural possession e.g. the 

dog’s bone and the dogs’ bones. 

 Explore, identify and use Standard English verb inflections 

for writing e.g. We were instead of we was; I was instead of I 

were; I did instead of I done.  

 Read and analyse narrative in order to plan and write own 

version.  

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and 

structures of narrative. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story board, 

boxing-up text types to create a plan.  

 Plan and write an opening paragraph which combines the 

introduction of a setting and character/s.  

 Link ideas within paragraphs e.g. fronted adverbials for when 

and where. 

Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. powerful 

adverbs, adverbial phrases. 

 Scan for dates, numbers and names.  

Navigate texts to locate and retrieve information in print and 

on screen. 

 

Writing 

 Explore, identify and use Standard English verb inflections 

for writing e.g. We were instead of we was; I was instead of I 

were; I did instead of I done.  

 Read and analyse non-fiction in order to plan and write their 

own. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and 

structures of non-fiction for writing. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. boxing-up text 

types to create a plan.  

 Organise paragraphs in non-fiction.  

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. technical 

language. 

 Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and 

punctuation in own and others’ writing.  
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Stories with a Theme – Narrative based on text read. 

The Egyptian Cinderella – Shirley Climo 

The Egyptian Pyramids – Literacy Shed Plus 

3 weeks 

Reading 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of fiction. 

Information Booklets – Welcome brochure 

 Information books, leaflets and websites linked to Ancient 

Egyptians and the River Nile. 

 to 3 weeks 

Reading 

 Use prefixes to understand meanings e.g.  sub-, inter-. 

Poems with a structure - linked to the theme of water. 

 Water Dance by Thomas Locker (riddles). 

 Water Water Everywhere by James Casey on the Poem 

Hunter website. 

 Poems for the Geography Classroom by Mark Cowan. 

 How to Write a Haiku on the Poetry for Kids website. 

 Kennings on the Angela’s Poems website 



 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation. 

 Retell a range of stories. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases 

which capture the reader’s interest and imagination e.g. 

metaphors, similes. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Make predictions based on information stated and implied. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, refining thinking, modifying 

questions, constructing images. 

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, 

actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text 

using point and evidence. 

 Develop, agree on and evaluate rules for effective 

discussion. 

 Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group 

situations e.g. whole class, independent reading groups, book 

circles. 

Writing 

 Explore, identify, collect and use noun phrases e.g. The 

crumbly cookie with tasty marshmallow pieces melted in my 

mouth. 

 Create sentences with fronted adverbials for where e.g. In 

the distance, a lone wolf howled. 

 Use commas to mark clauses in complex sentences.  

 Read and analyse narrative, in order to plan and write their 

own. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story mountain, 

story map, text map, non-fiction bridge, story board, boxing-

up.  

 Develop settings and characterisation using vocabulary to 

create emphasis and atmosphere. 

 Link ideas within paragraphs e.g. fronted adverbials for 

where. 

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. powerful 

adverbs, adverbial phrases, technical language, persuasive 

phrases, alliteration appropriate to text type. 

Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and 

punctuation in own and others’ writing. 

 Read and understand meaning of words on Year Three/Four 

word list. 

 Use punctuation to determine intonation and expression 

when reading aloud to a range of audiences. 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of non-fiction in different 

forms e.g., brochures, leaflets, electronic texts. 

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation. 

 Read books and texts for a range of purposes and respond 

in a variety of ways. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarise these. 

 Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised 

within a non-fiction text e.g. text boxes, sub-headings, 

contents, bullet points, glossary, diagrams. 

 Scan for dates, numbers and names.  

 Explain how paragraphs are used to order ideas, and how 

they are linked. 

Navigate texts to locate and retrieve information in print and 

on screen. 

Writing 

 Use commas to mark clauses in complex sentences.  

 Read and analyse non-fiction in order to plan and write their 

own. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and 

structures of narrative, non-fiction and poetry for writing. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story mountain, 

story map, text map, non-fiction bridge, story board, boxing-

up text types to create a plan.  

 Organise paragraphs in non-fiction.  

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. technical 

language, persuasive phrases, alliteration appropriate to text 

type. 

 Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and 

punctuation in own and others’ writing.  

 

 Kennings on the Poetry Zone website 

1 week 

Reading 

 Use suffixes to understand meanings e.g. –ssion, -cian. 

 Listen to, read and discuss poetry in different forms.  

 Analyse different forms of poetry e.g. haiku, limericks, 

kennings. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases 

which capture the reader’s interest and imagination e.g. 

metaphors, similes. 

 Learn a range of poems by heart and rehearsing for 

performance. 

 Prepare poems to read aloud, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

Writing 

  Use apostrophes for singular and plural possession e.g. the 

dog’s bone and the dogs’ bones. 

 Read and analyse poetry in order to plan and write their 

own. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience and language 

structure in poetry for writing. 

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks appropriate to 

text type. 

 Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and 

punctuation in own and others’ writing.  

 Discuss and propose changes with partners and in small 

groups.  

 Improve writing in light of evaluation. 

Use appropriate intonation, tone and volume to present their 

writing to a range of audiences. 

 



Folk Tales – Narrative based on the studied text. 

 Hans Christian Anderson or Grimm’s Fairy Tales  

 The Pied Piper  

 Puss in Boots  

 The Tinder Box  

 The Snow Queen  

 Dick Whittington 

 The Clock Tower – Literacy Shed Plus 

3 weeks 

Reading 

 Use prefixes to understand meanings e.g.  sub-, inter-, anti-, 

auto-. 

 Listen to, read and discussing a range of fiction in different 

forms.  

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation. 

 Analyse and compare a range of plot structures. 

 Retell a range of stories, including less familiar fairy stories, 

myths and legends. 

 Identify, analyse and discuss themes e.g. safe and dangerous, 

just and unjust, origins of the earth, its people and animals. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases 

which capture the reader’s interest and imagination e.g. 

metaphors, similes. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Make predictions based on information stated and implied. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, refining thinking, modifying 

questions, constructing images. 

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, 

actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text 

using point : evidence. 

Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and 

summarising these e.g. character is evil because…1/2/3 reasons. 

Writing 

 Create complex sentences with adverb starters e.g. Silently 

trudging through the snow, Sam made his way up the 

mountain.  

 Create sentences with fronted adverbials for when e.g. As 

the clock struck twelve, the soldiers sprang into action.  

Debate – Formal debats, discussion text. 

 Range of discussion texts at appropriate reading levels for 

different groups. 

 Clip from the animated film Mary Poppins on YouTube 

(here).  

 Fox Hunting on the CBBC Newsround website (here). 

 'Hunting' on the All About Animals Website (here).  

 'History of Hunting' on the History for Kids Website (here). 

 NLS Planning Exemplification for Arguments on the Institute 

of Education website (here). 

 Writing Models for Y4 by Pie Corbett. 

Talk for Writing Across the Curriculum by Pie Corbett and Julia 

Strong. 

2 weeks 

Reading 

 Use knowledge of root words to understand meanings of 

words. 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays 

and non-fiction in different forms e.g. advertisements, formal 

speeches, leaflets, magazines, electronic texts. 

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure 

and presentation. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarising these e.g. character is evil because…1/2/3 

reasons; Clitheroe Castle is a worthwhile place to visit because 

1/2/3 reasons across a text. 

 Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised 

within a non-fiction text e.g. text boxes, sub-headings, 

contents, bullet points, glossary, diagrams. 

 Explain how paragraphs are used to order or build up ideas, 

and how they are linked. 

 Navigate texts to locate and retrieve information in print 

and on screen.  

Writing 

 Use commas to mark clauses in complex sentences.  

 Explore, identify and use Standard English verb inflections 

for writing e.g. We were instead of we was; I was instead of I 

were; I did instead of I done; She saw it instead of she seen it.  

Poetry – Poems on a theme 

 Performance of a poem.  

Responses to a poem linked to the theme. 

1 week 

Traditional Poems/performance - Daffodil – Wordsworth 

Read a selection of Poems by Robert Louis Stevenson and 

identify patterns and poetic devices he uses. 

Reading 

 Use punctuation to determine intonation and expression 

when reading aloud to a range of audiences. 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of poetry. 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of 

the text. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating 

questions, finding answers, refining thinking, modifying 

questions, constructing images. 

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, 

actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text 

using point and evidence. 

Prepare poems to read aloud, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone, volume and action. 

Writing 

Use apostrophes for singular and plural possession e.g. the 

dog’s bone and the dogs’ bones. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryKgv5Wm8BI
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/animals/fox_hunting/newsid_1717000/1717812.stm
http://www.allaboutanimals.org.uk/PK-Hunting.asp
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/economy/hunting.htm#!
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4825/7/nls_y6t2exunits075202argue.pdf


 Create sentences with fronted adverbials for where e.g. In 

the distance, a lone wolf howled. 

 Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate 

direct speech e.g. The tour guide announced, “Be back here 

at four o’ clock.”  

 Read and analyse narrative in order to plan and write their 

own. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and 

structures of narrative for writing. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning.  

 Develop settings and characterisation using vocabulary to 

create emphasis and humour. 

 Plan and write an opening paragraph which combines the 

introduction of a setting and character(s).  

 Link ideas within paragraphs e.g. fronted adverbials for when 

and where. 

Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and 

punctuation in own and others’ writing. 

 Read and analyse non-fiction in order to plan and write 

their own. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and 

structures of non-fiction and for writing. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story mountain, 

story map, text map, non-fiction bridge, story board, boxing-

up text types to create a plan.  

 Organise paragraphs in non-fiction.  

 Link ideas within paragraphs.  

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. powerful 

adverbs, adverbial phrases, technical language, persuasive 

phrases, alliteration appropriate to text type. 

 Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and 

punctuation in own and others’ writing.  

 Discuss and propose changes with partners and in small 

groups.  

Use appropriate intonation, tone and volume to present their 

writing to a range of audiences. 

 

 

 

 


