
Topics and Learning in our English curriculum for year 2 

 Fiction Non-fiction Poetry 
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Traditional tales with a twist 

Essential Books- 

Red Riding hood and the Sweet Little Wolf by Rachael 

Mortimer and Liz Pichon, Jack and the Baked Beanstalk by Colin 

Stimpson, Snow-white in New York by Fiona French 

 

Grammar includes: 

Say, write and punctuate simple and compound sentences 

using the joining words and, but, so and or (co-ordination).  

Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, 

command, exclamation.  

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks 

Create compound words using nouns, e.g. whiteboard and 

football.  

Select, generate and effectively use adjectives.  Identify, 

generate and effectively use noun phrases, e.g. the blue 

butterfly with shimmering wings (for description), granulated 

sugar (for specification). 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

Use subordination for time using when, before and after e.g. 

We went out to play when we had finished our writing. When 

we had finished our writing, we went out to play.  

Use subordination for reason using because and if e.g. I put my 

coat on because it was raining. Because it was raining, I put on 

my coat.  

Use the subordinating conjunction that in a sentence, e.g. I 

hope that it doesn’t rain on sports day 

 

 

Instructions 

Making mocktails 

Handwashing 

 

Grammar includes: 

Select, generate and effectively use verbs.  

Explore the progressive form of verbs in the present tense (e.g. 

she is drumming) and past tense (e.g. he was shouting) to mark 

actions in progress. 

Select, generate and effectively use adverbs.  

Use suffix- ly to turn adjectives into adverbs e.g. slowly, gently, 

carefully 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

 

 

 

Story as a theme 

Essential story- 

The Greedy Dragon story by Pye Corbet (Talk for Writing 

Initiative Y2/Y3) 

 

Grammar includes: 

Use commas to separate items in a list. 

Non-chronological reports 

Wolves 

Use present tense for non-chronological reports and persuasive 

adverts. 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

 

Poems about a theme 

Poems about wolves. 

 



Select, generate and effectively use nouns.  Add suffixes ness 

and er to create nouns e.g. happiness, sadness, teacher, baker. 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

Create compound words using nouns, e.g. whiteboard and 

football.  

Select, generate and effectively use adjectives.  Identify, 

generate and effectively use noun phrases, e.g. the blue 

butterfly with shimmering wings (for description), granulated 

sugar (for specification). 

Use subordination for time using when, before and after e.g. 

We went out to play when we had finished our writing. When 

we had finished our writing, we went out to play.  

Use subordination for reason using because and if e.g. I put my 

coat on because it was raining. Because it was raining, I put on 

my coat.  

Use the subordinating conjunction that in a sentence, e.g. I 

hope that it doesn’t rain on sports day 

 

Recount 

Essential book 

Anne Frank’s diary 

 

Newspaper report 

Who killed Snow White? 

Use past tense for narrative, recount (e.g. diary, newspaper 

report, biography) historical reports. 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 
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Animal adventure stories 

Stories by the same author 

Stories with familiar settings 

 

Essential book 

Mudpuddle Farm Stories by Michael Morpurgo 

The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson 

 

Create compound words using nouns, e.g. whiteboard and 

football.  

 Select, generate and effectively use adjectives.  

Persuasion 

Persuasive letter to allow Mossop to keep his job as a farm cat. 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

 

 

Poems on a theme 

The farm cat 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

 

 



Identify, generate and effectively use noun phrases, e.g. the 

blue butterfly with shimmering wings (for description), 

granulated sugar (for specification). 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

Use subordination for time using when, before and after e.g. 

We went out to play when we had finished our writing. When 

we had finished our writing, we went out to play.  

Use subordination for reason using because and if e.g. I put my 

coat on because it was raining. Because it was raining, I put on 

my coat.  

Use the subordinating conjunction that in a sentence, e.g. I 

hope that it doesn’t rain on sports day 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions 

How to plant seeds and bulbs 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. Use of powerful verbs, numbers or bullet 

points for each instruction. 

 

 

 

 Explanations 

Life cycles 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

 

 

  Riddles 

Minibeasts 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

Use of question words. 
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Story as a theme 

Grace Darling story/diary: PowerPoint, internet, DVD clips. 

Grammar includes: 

Use past tense for narrative, recount (e.g. diary, newspaper 

report, biography) historical reports. 

Letters 

Thankyou letters to The Heritage Centre/ 

Sainsburys. 

 

Poems on a theme 

Classic poems 

Poems about the seaside 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 



Create compound words using nouns, e.g. whiteboard and 

football.  

Select, generate and effectively use adjectives.  

Identify, generate and effectively use noun phrases, e.g. the 

blue butterfly with shimmering wings (for description), 

granulated sugar (for specification). 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. 

Use subordination for time using when, before and after e.g. 

We went out to play when we had finished our writing. When 

we had finished our writing, we went out to play.  

Use subordination for reason using because and if e.g. I put my 

coat on because it was raining. Because it was raining, I put on 

my coat.  

Use the subordinating conjunction that in a sentence, e.g. I 

hope that it doesn’t rain on sports day 

 

 

 Recounts 

Trip around Longridge and to Sainsburys 

Grammar includes: 

Use past tense for narrative, recount (e.g. diary, newspaper 

report, biography) historical reports. 

Secure the use of full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks 

and question marks. Time words and conjunctions included. 

 

 

 

 

 


