
St Wilfrid’s MFL Curriculum 

Overview of topics and learning 

 Autumn 

Term 1 

Autumn 

Term 2 

Spring  

Term 1 

Spring  

Term 2 

Summer 

Term 1 

Summer 

Term 2 

Standalo

ne Units 

Y3 There’s no place like 

home 

Focus: Block 1: French 

greetings, asking for and 

giving their name and 

age, numbers 1-20. 

Understand a few familiar 

spoken words and phrases 

and respond to simple 

questions e.g. What’s your 

name? How are you? etc. 

and others depending on 

topics covered. Say or 

repeat some familiar 

words and short simple 

phrases Year 3. 

Healthy humans 

Focus: recap and 

consolidate Block 1:  

French greetings, asking 

for and giving their name 

and age, numbers 1-20. 

Understand a few familiar 

spoken words and phrases 

and respond to simple 

questions e.g. What’s your 

name? How are you? etc. 

and others depending on 

topics covered. Say or 

repeat some familiar words 

and short simple phrases 

Year 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock and Roll! 

Focus: Block 2: colours, 

animals, pets, what I like and 

the negative – what I don’t 

like. 

Identify the meanings of 

simple words and phrases they 

see by matching to an object / 

picture/ person etc.  Recognise 

and read out a few familiar 

words and phrases and are 

starting to notice the sound 

spelling patterns. 

Understand a few familiar 

spoken words and phrases and 

respond to simple questions 

e.g. What’s your name? How 

are you? etc. and others 

depending on topics covered. 

Say or repeat some familiar 

words and short simple 

phrases Year 3. 

Understand some basic 

aspects of language structure 

e.g. gender, definite and 

indefinite articles, singular and 

plural, nouns, adjectives. 

The Iron Man 

Focus: recap and 

consolidate Block 2: 

colours, animals, pets, 

what I like and the 

negative – what I don’t 

like. 

Identify the meanings of 

simple words and phrases 

they see by matching to an 

object / picture/ person etc.  

Recognise and read out a 

few familiar words and 

phrases and are starting to 

notice the sound spelling 

patterns. 

Understand a few familiar 

spoken words and phrases 

and respond to simple 

questions depending on 

topics covered. Say or 

repeat some familiar words 

and short simple phrases 

Year 3. 

Understand some basic 

aspects of language 

structure e.g. gender, 

definite and indefinite 

articles, singular and plural, 

nouns, adjectives. 

 

What the Romans Did 

For us 

Focus: Block 3: the 

French names for parts 

of the body. 

Identify the meanings of 

simple words and 

phrases they see by 

matching to an object / 

picture/ person etc.  

Recognise and read out 

a few familiar words and 

phrases and are starting 

to notice the sound 

spelling patterns. 

Write or copy a few 

simple words or symbols 

accurately.  Be aware 

that symbols e.g. 

accents, umlauts exist 

and what they do . 

Understand some basic 

aspects of language 

structure e.g. gender, 

definite and indefinite 

articles, singular and 

plural, nouns, adjectives. 

How does your garden 

grow? 

Focus: recap and 

consolidate Block 3: the 

French names for parts 

of the body. 

Identify the meanings of 

simple words and 

phrases they see by 

matching to an object / 

picture/ person etc.  

Recognise and read out 

a few familiar words and 

phrases and are starting 

to notice the sound 

spelling patterns. 

Write or copy a few 

simple words or symbols 

accurately.  Be aware 

that symbols e.g. 

accents, umlauts exist 

and what they do . 

Understand some basic 

aspects of language 

structure e.g. gender, 

definite and indefinite 

articles, singular and 

plural, nouns, adjectives. 

Light & 

shadows 

 

Y4 Sparks Might Fly! 

Topic – School times and 

subjects 

 

Understand a range of 

familiar spoken phrases 

e.g. classroom instructions 

 

The Great Plague 

 

 

The Art of Sound 

Topic – Where in the world is 

French Spoken? 

 

Understand simple written 

phrases and match sounds to 

familiar written words as they 

become more aware of 

spelling patterns. Learning 

Passport to Europe 

 

Water and The Nile 

. 

Hunted 

Topic – lunchtime 

 

To listen attentively and 

understand more 

complex phrases and 

sentences using about 

the French school lunch 

menu. Discussing 

 



Ask and answer simple 

questions and give basic 

information (including a 

simple negative statement) 

based on favourite 

playground games. 

 

Read and recognise some 

familiar words when you 

see them written. 

 

Take part in a simple 

conversation and their 

pronunciation and 

respond with a short 

phrase, sction, or oui/non 

questions about activities. 

 

 

about what is and isn’t in their 

town. 

 

Write simple, familiar phrases 

accurately using a writing 

frame or scaffold amd to be 

able to use numbers and 

letters to give coordinates of 

some places in the local area. 

 

Understand a range of familiar 

spoken phrases e.g. recognise 

the names of places in town. 

 

Ask and answer simple 

questions and give basic 

information (including a 

simple negative statement) 

based on different weather 

phrases. 

 

Write simple, familiar phrases 

accurately using a writing 

frame or scaffold. 

similarities and 

differences. 

 

Understand some basic 

aspects of language 

structure e.g. question 

words, how to use the 

negative, the position of 

the adjective in a 

sentence and an 

awareness of word order 

by discussing which 

foods they like and 

dislike. 

 

Understand a range of 

familiar spoken phrases 

through a simple 

rhyme/song about food. 

 

Understand some basic 

aspects of language 

structure e.g. question 

words, how to use the 

negative, the position of 

the adjective in a 

sentence and an 

awareness of word order. 

Y5 Rainforests & Biomes 

 

Spanish Focus: Basic 

Greetings: 

 

To ask and answer simple 

questions 

 

To take part in 

transactional role play with  

increasing confidence and 

fluency. 

 

To understand the main 

What lives here? 

 

Spanish Focus: Basic 

Greetings and Numbers: 

 

Ito ask and answer simple 

questions, including those 

involving numbers to 20. 

 

To take part in 

transactional role play with  

increasing confidence and 

fluency. 

 

It’s all Greek to me 

 

Spanish Focus: Animals, 

including pets and colours: 

 

To  ask and answer simple 

questions involving animals, 

including pets, and colours. 

 

To take part in transactional 

role play with  increasing 

confidence and fluency. 

 

To understand the main points 

Materials 

 

Spanish Focus: 

Positive/negative and 

masculine and feminine: 

 

To ask and answer simple 

questions involving animals 

and colours I like and do not 

like. 

 

To ake part in transactional 

role play with  increasing 

confidence and fluency. 

Anglo-Saxons 

 

Spanish Focus: Food 

 

To ask and answer 

simple questions 

involving food. 

 

To take part in 

transactional role play 

with  increasing 

confidence and fluency. 

 

To understand the main 

Earth, Space & Forces 

 

Spanish Focus: Food - 

Positive/negative and 

masculine and 

feminine: 

 

To ask and answer 

simple questions 

involving food I like and 

do not like. 

 

To take part in 

transactional role play 

 



points from a spoken 

passage with some 

repetition. 

 

To understand the main 

points from a short written 

passage in clear printed 

script. 

 

To write short sentences 

as a personal response 

accurately and use 

reference 

materials/support. 

To  understand the main 

points from a spoken 

passage with some 

repetition. 

 

To understand the main 

points from a short written 

passage in clear printed 

script. 

 

To write short sentences as 

a personal response 

accurately and use 

reference 

materials/support. 

from a spoken passage with 

some repetition. 

 

To understand the main points 

from a short written passage in 

clear printed script. 

 

To write short sentences as a 

personal response accurately 

and use reference 

materials/support. 

 

To begin to use a bilingual 

dictionary independently to 

look up animal and colour 

names in Spanish, with some 

success. 

 

To understand the main 

points from a spoken 

passage with some 

repetition. 

 

To understand the main 

points from a short written 

passage in clear printed 

script. 

 

To write short sentences as 

a personal response 

accurately and use reference 

materials/support. 

 

To  learn and use masculine 

and feminine pronouns 

when talking about colours 

and animals. 

 

To use colours as adjectives 

to describe animals with 

accuracy. 

 

To begin to make regular 

use of some regular high 

frequency verbs when 

describing animals. 

points from a spoken 

passage with some 

repetition. 

 

To understand the main 

points from a short 

written passage in clear 

printed script. 

 
To write short sentences 

as a personal response 

accurately and use 

reference 

materials/support. 

 

To begin to use a 

bilingual dictionary 

independently to look 

up types of food in 

Spanish, with some 

success. 

with  increasing 

confidence and fluency. 

 

To  understand the main 

points from a spoken 

passage with some 

repetition. 

 

To understand the main 

points from a short 

written passage in clear 

printed script. 

 

To  write short sentences 

as a personal response 

accurately and use 

reference 

materials/support. 

 

To learn and use 

masculine and feminine 

pronouns when talking 

about food. 

 

To use colours as 

adjectives to describe 

food with accuracy. 

 

To begin to make regular 

use of some regular high 

frequency verbs when 

describing food. 

Y6 War and Peace 

BLOCK 1 

Can express simple 

opinions and their 

pronunciation is generally 

confident and accurate. 

Understand the main 

points and some detail 

including simple opinions 

of a longer written 

Let there be light 

 

Famous scientists 

 

Vikings 

 

Global movements 

BLOCK 2 

Understand the main 

points and some detail 

from a short spoken 

passage e.g. someone 

talking about their 

friends, their home town, 

school, likes and dislikes 

etc. 

Holidays and Leisure 

BLOCK 3 

Understand the word 

tense and have an 

awareness that whether 

an event is ongoing or 

finished can be 

expressed differently in a 

FL compared to English. 

Through

out the 

year: 

Take part 

in longer 

conversat

ions with 

increasin

g 

spontanei



 

passage e.g. email, 

postcard, story, poem, 

recipe, advert etc. 

Write a short text on a 

familiar topic using 

reference materials / 

support. 

Write for a range of 

audiences and purpose. 

Use formal and informal 

‘you’. 

 

Understand the main 

points and some detail 

including simple 

opinions of a longer 

written passage e.g. 

email, postcard, story, 

poem, recipe, advert etc. 

Use prepositions and 

use some adverbial 

phrases to talk about the 

past or future in a simple 

way e.g. there was / 

there will be. 

 

ty and 

fluency.  

Use basic 

language 

structures 

accuratel

y and 

with 

confidenc

e e.g. 

apply 

correct 

verb 

endings 

to regular 

and some 

high 

frequency 

irregular  

 


