
St Wilfrid’s RC Primary School - Statement of Intent for Religious Education (RE) 

The National Curriculum Purpose of Study for RE:  
RE is an important subject in itself, developing an individual’s knowledge and understanding of the religions and beliefs which form part of 
contemporary society. RE provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of 
reality, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. It can develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, of other principal 
religions, other religious traditions and worldviews that offer answers to questions such as these. RE also contributes to pupils’ personal development 
and well-being and to community cohesion by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse society. RE can also make important contributions to 
other parts of the school curriculum such as citizenship, personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE education), the humanities, education 
for sustainable development and others. It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development, deepening the understanding of the 
significance of religion in the lives of others – individually, communally and cross-culturally. 

Aims 
The national curriculum for RE aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 are given opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. 
This contributes to promoting a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights.  

 discuss challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. 
It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, 
fostering personal reflection and spiritual development  

 are encouraged to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues 
of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. This also builds 
resilience to anti-democratic or extremist narratives 

 build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society 
 develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice, consider their responsibilities to 

themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society. It encourages empathy, 
generosity and compassion. 

School Statement of Intent - RE 
At St Wilfrid’s, we aim for our children to be prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences which they may face later on in life.  We 
want our children to know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews, and have the appropriate spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development needed for them to be part of a cohesive society.  We want our pupils to grow into responsible citizens who make a positive contribution 
to society by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in our diverse world.  Our Catholic faith and beliefs inform our values and are reflected in what we 
say and how we behave.  We want our children to approach sensitively and respectfully the beliefs, actions and feelings of all people, so that they can 
take full part in building a more cohesive community where people of different religions and of no religion can live well together. Much of our RE 
learning throughout school will take place in the classroom, but the learning will also be contextualized through visits to a variety of places of worship in 
our local area. 

 


